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of obeying her Prime Minister and the pleasure of
exercising her prerogative carried the day, and the
barbarous custom of selling offices of trust was
abolished by the equally barbarous instrumentality
of a Royal Proclamation. Now, as after 1832, the
extension of democracy brought with it a more
unified authority, making for increased legislative
and administrative efficiency.

Army reform was the last triumph of the Liberal
Government. As already mentioned, they settled
the Alabama question, but at the expense of paying
an indemnity much in excess of what could be
justly claimed for the depredations of the Birken-
head privateers. They passed a Ballot Bill, which,
for some unexplained reason, seems to have bene-
fited the Conservative more than the Liberal candi-
dates. Their drink legislation made mortal enemies
of the publicans, without doing much to check
intemperance. Finally, in order to complete the
pacification of Ireland, they proposed to establish
a new Irish University without a Professor of Moral
Philosophy, without a Professor of Modern History,
and with a provision that such Professors as did
exist should say nothing at which any of their
pupils might think fit, on theological grounds, to
take offence. A vote in favour of this grotesque
proposal was described by one of the Liberal
speakers as a vote of confidence in Cardinal Cullen
and his priests. Unluckily for its authors, Cardinal
Cullen had no confidence in the Bill. By his
orders, or rather by the Pope's, the Irish Catholics
voted against it on the second reading. Many
Liberals joined in their defection, the whole